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Title: Preserving the Culture and Heritage of the Tal Phake People of
Namphake Village in Dibrugarh, Assam

Namphake is a small village situated on the banks of the Burhidihing River, in the Dibrugarh
district of Assam. The village is home to the Talfake people, a distinct community with a unique
culture, history, and way of life. The Taifake people are an ethnic minarity in India and are recognized
as a Scheduled Tribe by the Indian government. Despite their small size, the Taifake people have
managed to maintain their cultural identity and traditions over the years. The Taifake people have a
rich history that dates back to the Ahom Kingdom in Assam, where they were known as Tai-Ahom.
Over time, the Tal-Ahom split into different sub-groups, including the Taifake people. The Taifake
people migrated from their original homeland in Burma and settled in the Namphake village around
the 15th century. Today, there are around 2,500 Taifake people living in the village, making up about
500 households.The Taifake people have a unique culture and lifestyle that is deeply rooted in their
history and traditions. The Taifake people have their own language, which is a dialect of the Tai
language. They are known for their expertise in weaving, handicrafts, and agriculture. The women of
jﬂ ‘community are skilled weavers, and their traditional handloom products are popular among
tourists, The Taifake people are also known for their love of music and dance. Their traditional dance,
n as the Bihu dance, is performed during the harvest season and is a celebration of their culture
 of life. The Taifake people practice a unigue blend of Buddhism and animism. They believe in

at inhabit the natural world and have their own set of rituals and traditions. The Taifake
lebr s&veral festivals throughout the year, including the Bihu festival, which marks the
" 2 New Year. During this festival, the community comes tngether to celebrate with

n times. The community is grappling with issues such as poverty, lack of access to
theare, and migration. Many young people from the community are leaving the
ter opportunities, and there is a risk of the Taifake culture and traditions being

(e
(Dr. Mala Hazarika)
Teacher in Charge.,
‘Assistant Professor,Assamese Deptt.
Amguri College, Amguri.
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